
Today's obit on Robert Shields suggests a memo for archival purposes and I send this 

to you because of your interest in how things were in the early *<ew Seal (also Great De- 
pression) days. 


I was to have had a patronage job in Agriculture's public information office. Osten- 
sibly to tide me over until there was an opening I was offered and took a file-clerk's 
job in AAA, the Agricultural Adjustment Administration. (Waste, having nothing better or 
more important to do after hours I worked countless hours ^o^r time so checks for needy 
farmers could be processed.) 

In 1936 I was loaned to the Senate as an investigator for the Subcommittee on Educa- 
tion and Labor (then a single committee), better known as the Civil Liberties Committee. 
After conducting several field investigations I wrote the brief for the first and rather 
succesw^il hearing on labor spying by those providing such services to industry. After 
that hearing I was made the committee's editor and before long, until I was given my own 

office, my desk was next to that of Mrs. Robert (Ruth) Shields, who was in charge of the 
committee's files. 


When Ruth learned that I was on AAA's payroll and getting only C30 a week (of which 
I sent CIO to my mother) she spoke to her husband B 0 b, who knew me and my work. He was 
then what the obit does not mention, with the sugar-beet assassocation as I recall as a 
lobbyist* Bob spoke to friends in Agriculture and as I now recall it was Atonroe Oppen- 
heimer, a lawyer, who made an appointment for me to be interviewed by C. Benham (Beanie) 
Baldwin, director of the Farm Security Administration. He had an open slot as his admini- 
strative assistant, he put me in that jok&n which I never worked a day, and my detail to 
the Senate continued - at doubled salary. (Which xk^happened to be less than that of a nice 
old codger, someone's patronage, who was used as a messenger when he was used at all.) 

Bob and Ruth lived in the Clara Barton house in the Glen Echo-Cabin Cohn area, not 
far from Old Angler'S Inn. 

Ruth s thoughtfulness and Bob's willingness made an enormous !**• difference in my 
living conditions. Among other things it made it possible for me to have an apartment hx 
rather than sharing one and that made it possible for me to help many others in need of 
a place to live, temporally accomodations until they could get situated. 

Among those who had a crash pad with me at 313 H St., NW were a later Rational Sym- 
phony manager and a man who later won an Emmy producing MacBeth for NBC-TV. 
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